zone activities

The Zone welcomes enquiries from colleagues about its work, and is looking to build its consultancy activities during 2006.

If you are interested in any aspect of our work please contact:
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North Islington Zone Announcement

The North Islington (NIZ) team are today the proud recipients of the 2006 national BECTa ICT in Practice Award, presented at the ‘Day of Good Practice’ event at the annual BETT conference.  This success is for the ‘Advice and Support’ category.

The award was given to NIZ for their work in demonstrating the significant positive impact that good use of ICT can have on learning and teaching.  It also acknowledges the team’s contribution to developing awareness of the benefits of ICT in raising standards.  This has been accomplished by providing sustainable ongoing training that has already inspired and re-energised many teachers in the zone and continues to benefit others as the work spreads to other schools.

Building on this success the team will be welcoming interested LAs and schools to an event later in the year.  This event will showcase materials that can be used to enable schools to identify their own professional development needs.  It will also help them to define strategies to meet these requirements.

If you would like more information on the work that has led to the award please get in touch with Gaynor Cashin, Project Director on Tel: 020 7272 0420 or email: admin.nieaz.org.uk

Publications
The Zone has published a number of reports over the last 5 years.  Examples include:
· Teaching and learning primary mathematics:  the impact of interactive whiteboards
· The impact of interactive whiteboards on teacher motivation
· Digital Movie Creator – Teachers resource pack

· Developing Interactive Teaching: a guide for senior managers

Electronic resources

Teachers across the zone have been using ICT Alive (RM).  They have developed a series of interactive whiteboard flipcharts to assist with Pupil Assessment for each unit of work for KS1/2.
A bank of teaching resources utilising a range of interactive whiteboard software has been developed, covering various curriculum subjects and trialled in zone schools.  These resources are accompanied by lesson plans and will be available Spring Term 2006.
A number of teachers have completed a two-year training programme in Cognitive Acceleration in Mathematics Education (CAME).  A group are working on preparing flipcharts for use on interactive whiteboards to support the Thinking Maths Lessons.
Training Materials

A team of Lead Teachers has been working with teachers in their classrooms for the last 3 years.  This has led to the development of training modules (available Summer 2006), which can be used with teachers who are just beginning to use interactive whiteboards and those who are effective practitioners and need ideas to continue to develop their expertise.  
School Visits

The zone has arranged a series of visits over the last 3 years for educationalists interested in the zone’s holistic approach to supporting schools in their development of ICT.  Visitors have included colleagues from other EiC zones, LEAs, DfES, Europe, Research Institutions and headteachers.

Raising standards

The zone has been fortunate to be sponsored by the Fischer Family Trust (FFT) and to have had access to expertise with regard to measuring the impact of projects. The use of performance data including FFT contextualised value added data has been used to establish baselines and measure progress at individual pupil level. This has provided evidence of the improvements in pupils’ attainment.  Zone staff have worked with teachers to ensure that the analysis of data is used to inform their teaching.
Conferences

The zone has organised bi-annual conferences for senior managers and headteachers.  These cover ICT briefing sessions, national speakers, and examples of effective ICT practice from within zone schools and across the UK.
A conference to disseminate recent developments will be held during Spring Term 2006.  This will include practical examples of effective classroom practice and visits to local schools to observe lessons, and the opportunity to talk to headteachers about their experiences of ICT development.
‘Show and Tell’ Sessions

These have provided practitioners from within zone schools opportunities to share their experiences and discuss their reflections on how ICT has improved teaching and learning.  Visitors from outside the zone have attended these sessions which has led to embryonic networks of interest and opportunities for zone staff to undertake training and development in other schools.
Management Tools
The growing cost of ICT development is of concern to zone schools and it is necessary to ensure value for money for this expensive resource.  The zone has been developing a range of tools to help senior managers to:
· Manage the true cost of ICT ownership
· Identify ICT tasks and allocate responsibility within school

· Produce a self-review matrix to identify current and future practice
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